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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRES (outgoing)
By Carol Harston
Three years ago, I said
“yes” to serve on the CBF
Youth Ministry Network
Executive Board without
full understanding of the
job but certain that I
valued a str ong youth
ministry connection within
our wider fellowship.
Through the years, I have
been enriched by the
opportunity to plant seeds
for future growth.
The
richness of our network
that embodies our

Foundational Attributes is
a gift unmatched elsewhere
in our Fellowship.
Stewardship of this gift has
b e e n a g r e a t h o n o r.
Monthly calls with board
members’ faces stacked up
like
Brady-Bunch
characters has been a
constant and enduring
blessing.
As I wrote earlier this
month on CBF Blog, I may
be stepping back from
youth ministry but I
commit to continued
support of the crucial work
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of youth ministers. Those
seeds I planted during my
time will be tended,
nurtured, and made to
flourish by the continued
good work of our CBFYMN
board.
We are all God’s servants,
working together - united
in common purpose and
enriched by God's immense
and ever -expansive love.
Thanks be to God for the
C B F Yo u t h M i n i s t r y
Network and the eternal
ties that bind.

Church in Louisville,
KY from September
2007 to May 2016.
She recently took a
hiatus while her
husband, Drew,
participates in a
Orthopedic Foot/
Ankle Fellowship at
Duke University
Hospital. Carol is
also working on a
Doctor of Ministry

degree at Duke
Divinity School. She
will return to
ministry at Highland
Baptist in the role of
Associate Pastor for
Faith Formation and
Congregational
Engagement. The
Network appreciates
her service.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRES (incoming)
By Ryan Wilson
In 2014 I waded back into
the waters of youth
ministry after a brief
hiatus, and a few short
months later I attended my
first CBFYMN gathering,
the CBFYMN retreat at
ChurchWorks 2015. It was
immediately obvious to me
that this network of likeminded youth ministers
was something I wanted to
be a part of, and that it
would deeply enrich me
and my ministry.
Since
that time, and since joining
the board of this network,
the CBFYMN has continued
to serve me immeasurably.
From Oasis to CBF

gatherings, and conference
calls to Facebook threads,
this network of friends (old
and new) continues to keep
me grounded in my own
ministry to youth and
showcases well the
importance of community
within ministry-life.
I am exceptionally grateful
for the leadership of this
network since its inception
and for the continued good
work of the board of
officers, almost all of whom
serve in a volunteer
capacity.
I am humbled
and proud to be stepping
into the role of President
and am excited for the days
ahead together as a
network. There is work to
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be done as we continue to
determine our ever changing role as a network
to an ever-changing area of
ministry.
May our next
year together be one in
which we continue to
encourage, support, push
forward, and embolden one
another to be faithful
stewards of our calling.
May God continue to bless
our work as network, and
may God bless each one of
us in the year ahead.
With gratitude and
anticipation,
Ryan

Resident at Metro
Baptist Church in
New York City, as
Minister to Youth
and Young Adults at
Parkway Baptist
Church in Duluth,
GA, and as a
missionary in Cape
Town, South Africa
with an organization
called Living Hope.
Ryan is a graduate
of McAfee School of

JANUARY
Mike Johnson - 1/11
Jaime Fitzgerald - 1/13
Richard Wood - 1/17
Chris Wondree - 1/21
David Lyninger - 1/24
John Uldrick - 1/29

Theology with a
Master of Divinity,
and
holds
a
Bachelor of Arts in
Music degree from
Furman University.
Ryan served as the
Vice President for
the CBFYMN from
February 2016-17
and will now step
into the President
role
for
the
upcoming year.

FEBRUARY
Ryan Wilson - 2/3
Stuart Jones - 2/16
Daniel Potter - 2/18
Andrew Noe - 2/21
Sarah Briggs - 2/21
David Burroughs - 2/24
Bridget Kokolis - 2/28

IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

RESOURCE REVIEW
By Brian Foreman

Growing Young

by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder and Brad Griffin
Baker Books, 2016
“Young people infuse congregations with energy and
intensity (40).” If you have spent any time around
youth and young adults your reaction is like, “And in
other news, water is wet.”

BRITT HESTER

Minister of Youth & Mission at
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church Jacksonville, FL
How long have you been serving at
your church?
“I’ve been at HAB for a year and a
half. I started in September 2015.”
You went to Oasis last year. What are
some of the things that stuck with you?
“My favorite part was the relaxed
nature of the retreat. Nothing felt
rushed or forced…It was also great to
connect with fellow youth ministers
form all over the country.”
What’s something exciting you are
planning in the next 3-6 months?
“One is our summer Worship & Mission
Trip through Florida. Second, I’m
excited about renovating our youth
space.”
Are you planning anything for the
season of Lent?
We are hoping to tie our Wednesday
night discussions into our yearly theme,
“Open.” We will focus on what
Barbara Brown Taylor calls being
“detectives of divinity.” We’re going to
encourage our students to be on the
lookout for God’s presence at school,
practice, rehearsal, home and other
areas.”

More specifically, according to the authors, young
people encourage more service, more passion, more
innovation, more money and more overall health in a
congregation. There is little doubt that congregations
need to consider how they can grow younger both
demographically and in attitude. The question is, are
congregations encouraging and emboldening young
people to be the church of today, rather than holding
them off with platitudes of being the church of
tomorrow.
Powell, Mulder and Griffin provide a research based
approach after 4 years of studying a diversity of
congregations. In the end, they identify 6 core
commitments for churches to put into practice in order
to grow young. Inevitably there will be places you
agree and disagree, but the real value of this book may
be that each core comes with a set of concrete ideas
to put into action.
Lastly, this is not just a book for vocational clergy. It is
addressed to volunteers, leaders, parents, teens and
young adults. It’s a conversation worth having, not just
to embolden your youth ministry, but to make it a
centerpiece for how your
congregation can approach
ministry and community.
Available at Amazon
($13.50), Barnes & Noble
($13.76),
christianbook.com ($12.99)

SAVE the date

Feb. 28 - Mar 2
2018
Montreat Conference Center, Montreat, NC
Guest Speaker, Cost and Details to be announced
Oasis is designed to be a retreat to address the spiritual health of our
CBF youth ministers. It is not an education event, but it is professional
development - we minister more effectively when we are in good
spiritual health.
Produced in Partnership with Passport, Inc.
YOUTH MINISTRY OPENINGS
MA - University Baptist Church (Baltimore)
NC - College Avenue Baptist Church
NC - FBC New Bern
NC - Wake Forest Baptist Church
VA - Blacksburg Baptist Church
VA - Samaria Baptist Church (Charles City)

