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Newsletter - May 2016

AN OASIS IN THE MOUNTAINS
Finding a Cooperative and Holy Community

By Daniel Potter

! On February 23rd, in the mid to 
late afternoon, youth ministers of all 
shapes and sizes began pouring into the 
Assembly Inn at Montreat. Old friends 
reconnected and new bonds began 
forming in the foyer. Sheltered from grey, 
drizzling skies, a colorful community 
c o n v e n e d t o c o n t e m p l a t e t h e 
complexities of youth ministry. And, over 
the next three days, we shared laughter 
and tears while  reflecting on the peaks 
and valleys of vocational youth ministry.
! As a first time participant in the 
Oasis Retreat, and a brand new member 
of the CBF Youth Ministry Network, I 
must admit that I was a little unsure as to 
what the retreat would entail.  I had a few 
questions: Would it be a time of sharing 
and comparing ideas or techniques for 
youth ministry? Would it be  a time of 

relaxation and rest away from the turmoil 
of every day life? Would I have time  to 
process the road thatʼs unfolding before 
me, one that hopefully leads to a career 
in youth ministry? Would I be  able to 
connect with other ministers in a way that 
transcended a shared vocational title? 
The answer to  all of these questions was 
a resounding “yes” as the retreat 
balanced structured dialogue, free time 
for personal reflection, nurture in small 
group discussions, and fun activities that 
brought youth ministers together. It 
provided a new reservoir of living water 
i n m e a n i n g f u l w o r s h i p , m u t u a l 
vulnerability, and quiet spaces to refill 
and replenish those who spend so much 
of their time giving to youth.
! The biggest takeaway I received 
was best exemplified by the very first 
activity we did together. At the beginning 
of the retreat, like at so many others, we

Julie Pennington-Russell & Paul 
Soupiset lead Oasis worship 
gatherings through preaching and 
art.

had the opportunity to “engage”  – read, 
“tolerate”  – a few icebreakers. Similar to 
the reactions weʼve received from our 
youth, we all begrudgingly gathered for 
the forced interaction that is an 
extrovertʼs paradise and an introvertʼs 
purgatory. We grouped by state and we 

(continued on page 3)



[2]

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Foundational Attribute Discussion 
Groups
CBFYMNʼs Executive Board met 
before Oasis to explore the many 
initiatives we might pursue in order to 
best u t i l i ze our Foundat iona l 
Attributes the network has articulated 
over the past two years.  We decided 
to focus this year on actively 
engaging our membership  through 
dialogue about the practice of these 
attributes.  

To do so, we decided to start three 
discussion groups that meet once a 
month to explore that month ʼs 
attribute.  These groups will meet in 
March, April, May, September, 
October, and November.   These 
discussion groups will allow ministers 
to better assist their congregations in 
developing heath practices, will help 
connect ministers within the network, 
and set the stage for connecting with 
seminaries in the following years to 
offer youth ministry training and 
support.  

Interested in Joining a Group? We 
have three groups established…

- 2nd Monday of the month 
  at 12:00 p.m. (EST)

- 2nd Tuesday of the month 
  at 2:00 p.m. (EST)

- 2nd Thursday o f the month            
at 10:30 a.m. (EST)

Contact CBFYouthMinistryNetwork
@gmail.com  to join a group!

CBF General Assembly: 
Jeremy Colliver & Carol Harston 
will present a workshop on 
Thursday, June 23, at 1:30 p.m., 
“Reframing the Conversation 
about Youth Ministry.”    We will 
share wi th our w ider CBF 
community about CBFYMN ʼs 
w o r k i n a r t i c u l a t i n g t h e 
foundational attributes of a strong 
holistic youth ministry. 

2017 CHURCH WORKS: 
We are joining CBF leadership  in 
conversation and planning for 
2017 ChurchWorks (February 27-
March 1). Location is still to be 
determined.  We chose to partner 
again with ChurchWorks to 
connect us with fellow Christian 
educators, connect with CBF life, 
a n d o f f e r o u r m e m b e r s 
opportunities for professional 
development.

2016 - 2017 Budget 
Approved at Business 
Meeting
Amidst a rowdy and boisterous crowd, 
CBFYMN membership  approved our 
2016-2017 budget.   The budget this 
year includes funds to publicize our 
network, offer coaching and event 
scholarships, as well as have a 
presence at CBF events like General 
Assembly and Church Works.    In 
order to meet our budget, we hope to 
r e a c h o u r t a r g e t g o a l o f 2 5 
memberships.   We will be reaching 
out this year to CBFʼs state and 
regional organizations to develop 
partnerships that will allow smaller 
congregations to join in membership.  
Should we exceed these membership 
goals, the executive board will 
consider either funding continued 
growth in our Foundational Attributes 
Initiative or in saving funds for 2018 
Oasis. A complete look at the 2016 - 
2017 budget can be found on page 4 
of this newsletter.                                        

 
Become a Member of the 
CBFYMN Today!
Youth ministry can be a lonely place, 
but it doesn't have to be! By  joining 
the CBF Youth Ministry Network, you 
not only receive access to great 
resources, retreats, and training, you 
also become part of a group  of 
colleagues and friends who listen to, 
support, and pray for each other. 
Membership (which is only $50/year, 
$25 for students) also includes access 
to our private Facebook group, a safe 
place to ask questions and share 
ministry situations. 

Want to know more, or are you ready 
to join? Go to  www.cbfymn.org  and 
click on "Join Us!” 

Or, if youʼd like to talk to a current 
member, contact Melissa Scott 
(melissa@cabc.us) or Darren DeMent 
(ddement@wilshirebc.org).  

http://l.facebook.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbfymn.org%2F&e=ATOhxZZrJ19oexbLnq3dW3jLdSNcjVNk0cxChmfmKfhnzompfSRysszN0rjP
http://l.facebook.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbfymn.org%2F&e=ATOhxZZrJ19oexbLnq3dW3jLdSNcjVNk0cxChmfmKfhnzompfSRysszN0rjP
mailto:melissa@cabc.us
mailto:melissa@cabc.us
mailto:ddement@wilshirebc.org
mailto:ddement@wilshirebc.org
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Resources
Each newsletter will provide you with 
two resources to add to your ministry 
catalog and toolkit. The first this 
month is Middle School Makeover by 
Michelle Icard. In this book Michelle 
provides readers (especially parent 
readers) with inside accounts of how 
teens think, and ways that they can 
engage them around various issues 
including social media, sibling rivalry, 
bullying and much more. 

The second resource is a young adult 
fiction book called Thirteen Reasons 
Why  by Jay Asher. This compelling 
book recounts the tale of a high 
school aged girl who explains why 
she committed suicide. It isn't light 
reading, but still is nearly impossible 
to put down as you experience the 
web  of relationships and connections 
that led to her decision, and those 
that could have stopped it.

Both of these resources are available 
for purchase online!
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assembled by birth month, introducing 
ourselves and inquiring about the 
otherʼs vocation. Then, we had the 
chance to gather based on our 
preference of the CBFʼs attributes – 
those who preferred to be cooperative, 
Baptist, or a fellowship. I gathered with 
the “cooperative” folks, and we shared 
of the  sense of teamwork and 
interconnectedness that we thought 
were so valuable in the CBF. Having 
just returned from Oasis, I must say 
that this cooperative  element echoed 
loudest in that holy community.
! There  were certainly Baptist 
moments of the retreat seen in one 
ministers insistent “nay”  during the 
business meeting votes. And, there 
were great moments of fellowship 
where  we battled in the competition of 
Kan Jam or shared meals in the dining 
hall. Most striking, though, was the 
cooperative community that existed 
amongst the attendees. We created 
safe space to  share about the 
successes and failures of working in 
y o u t h m i n i s t r y . W e l i s t e n e d 
empathetically to personal testimonies 
about painful and pleasant experiences 
in the church. We prayed for and with 
one another. We shared the Lordʼs 
Supper and sang in tight harmonies. All 
of these things empowered us and 
revitalized a shared commitment to the 
important work of ministering to youth. 
And, they created a unique community 
that transcended the retreat; one I will 
rely on as I begin my own vocational 
journey this summer.
! Our speaker for the weekend, 
Julie Pennington-Russell, spoke of 
retreat as an important and holy 
discipline demonstrated in the ministry 
of Jesus. She led us in invaluable 
reflection on the  pattern of teaching 
and withdrawal he provided as an 
example  for his followers. And, Julie 
also reminded us that Jesus did not 
remain on retreat. Instead, after a brief 
respite, Jesus jumped back into the 
messiness of his ministry of spreading 
the love of Godʼs new day. So, we did 
the same. We reaped the rewards of 
time away and left nurtured and 
revitalized for the work ahead. And, like 
Jesus, we left retreat with a holy, 
cooperative community that would walk 
alongside us in that work.

IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT

Meredith Mills          
First Baptist Church, 

Pageland, SC          
" " " "
How long have you been in 
ministry?
“12 years. I have served FBC 
Pageland for 6.”

What is your dream vacation?
“Anywhere that involves my toes in 
the sand and salt water!”

What is your favorite book?
“I should probably answer the Bible 
right?”

What has been a memorable 
moment in your ministry?
“Anytime a youth or child comes to 
Christ- that is why I do what I do!”

What cool things are you doing 
with your youth group this 
summer?
“Passport Camps. I truly enjoy 
seeing them grow in Christ, grow 
with each other as well as others 
they do not know. I am also doing a 
homemade slip nʼ slide with paint 
and white T-shirts (which turn into 
colorful T-shirts when they slide 
down!)


